Margaret Barr (née Stirling), better known to her colleagues in the dental profession as Margaret Stirling, died on 22 December 2009 of incurable cancer, a disease she had been suffering from for many months, and which she faced with great courage and the unfailing support of her husband, Andrew.
After attending Hutchesons Grammar School in Glasgow, Margaret entered the fi rst dental course at the University of Glasgow, where she was an excellent student graduating BDS in 1952. After some early experience of dental practice in Glasgow and London, Margaret set up her own general dental practice in Barrhead, near Glasgow. It was unusual in the 1950s for a young lady to be a principal in general dental practice but Margaret achieved this most successfully, demonstrating her resolution and resourcefulness as well as her clinical and administrative skills.
A naturally bright, friendly and kind person, Margaret enjoyed meeting with her professional colleagues. She joined the Paisley and District Section of the BDA and as a young dentist became the fi rst lady to be its chairman. This in turn led to her involvement in the West of Scotland Branch Council of the BDA. There she was an excellent Council Member, well informed, articulate with a purposeful optimistic manner -a kind of polished 'yes, we can' approach always laced with good humour and accompanied by that lovely smile of hers, and the male councillors could only capitulate! In 1972, at the young age of 43, she was elected President of the West of Scotland Branch -the fi rst lady to be honoured in this way.
Margaret married husband Andrew in 1978 and they were blessed with 31 years of happy marriage. Andrew had been a ship's doctor and he introduced her to cruising. They became dedicated cruisers for 24 years and were booked to be on the last voyage of the QE2 to Dubai a few months ago, their 65th voyage, but had to cancel because of Margaret's health.
During her life and work, Margaret contributed greatly to her profession. Practically, modestly and graciously she achieved so much and paved the way for others to follow. Her shining example will remain with all of us who were privileged to know her.
David Mason

RICHARD BROCKBANK WARD
Dick Ward passed away peacefully on 19 March 2010 aged 88 and I lost a colleague, a partner and a friend. Dick was held in high esteem by all who knew him, both as a dentist and as a man. His skills, his humour and his wonderful personality will be sorely missed.
Dick was born on 1 July 1921 and studied dentistry at Birmingham where he qualifi ed in 1944. It was whilst an undergraduate that he met fellow dental student, Kathleen, whom he married in 1945.
After qualifi cation Dick served in the Royal Navy. On his discharge in 1948 he joined John Threlfall in practice at George Street in Huntingdon at the inception of the Health Service and remained the leading fi gure in the practice for 34 years until his retirement. For 30 years he also ran a clinic at Fulbourn Hospital, Cambridge. He was loved and respected by his patients, his partners, his staff and his colleagues alike. A practitioner can have no better epitaph.
Throughout his career Dick was a great champion of the BDA and he encouraged all his partners and colleagues to play an active roll in the Association. He recognised that only by unity could we provide mutual support and maintain the status of the profession. He was in turn Section Chairman, Branch Secretary and then in 1975 Eastern Counties Branch President. In 1986 he was made a Life Member of the Association in recognition of his exceptional contribution.
After his retirement from practice in 1982 Dick found a second career as a cabinet maker. The dexterity, patience and care which had marked his years in the surgery found expression in the most wonderful craftsmanship in wood.
Always the family man, Dick is survived by Kathleen, his wife of over 64 years, two daughters, Catherine and Elizabeth, fi ve grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. GKD BRITISH DENTAL JOURNAL VOLUME 208 NO. 
